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Book Reviews

Glen Canyon: An Archaeological Summary. By Jesse D. Jennings. (Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1998. xxiv + 131 pp. Illustrations,
maps, charts, bibliography. $14.95 paper.)
Glen Canyon Dam and the creation of Lake Powell was either one of the
greatest environmental disasters of this century or part of an important effort to make the great Western deserts of North America bloom. As the
millenium approaches, consensus leans toward the former, as hindsight tells
us that taming the rivers of the West was due, for the most part, to an odd
combination of antiquated notions of human "progress" and an absurd competition between giant government agencies for survival. Hindsight also
tells us the folly of our government taming Western rivers so people could
farm where less than a teaspoon of rain may fall in a season, while at the
same time compensating farmers in the fertile and rainy river valleys of the
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers not to put plows to earth. Rivers and their
ecology are not all that is lost when dams are built. We also lose all evidence
of human presence in the area. With the creation of Lake Powell we lost the
record of prehistoric human desert adaptations that persisted for over 10,000
years. More than a glimpse of that record remains, however, in the series of
publications which present the evidence gathered by an interdisciplinary
team working in Glen Canyon from 1956 to 1963. The final piece of that
collective work, titled Glen Canyon: An Archaeological Summary, was originally published in 1966. The author was Jesse D. Jennings, a pioneering
researcher in the archaeology of the desert West. With a fine new introduction by Don Fowler, the University of Utah Press wisely decided to bring
this work to our attention again.
In his introduction, Fowler presents a succinct and useful summary of
the history of "Salvage Archaeology," or Cultural Resource Management
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(CRM), to set the stage for Jennings's classic summary. Fowler's is also an
interesting personal essay, as he was one of the young scholars who participated in the project. Fowler also demonstrates how much archaeology has
changed since the original publication, not necessarily for the better. Coupled
with Jennings's own thoughtful introduction, and the quality of the work
presented in the summary, the change is startling.
Jennings led a large interdisciplinary, cross-institutional research effort
that brought an intellectual army to bear on understanding human adaptations in an area where little was known. This effort resulted in the training of
dozens, if not hundreds, of students in the value of interdisciplinary research, as well as a body of work that deserves to be republished thirty-two
years after its original publication.
Jennings provides an integrated summary of the environmental setting
of the area, a chronology of occupation, and the results of biological, historical, and archaeological investigations. Of course, as this is a historical
document, much of what is presented is now out of date, and contemporary
interpretations differ, sometimes radically. For example, Jennings states "what
has fascinated me is that the big Southwest towns did not appear to represent any secular or religious dominance or a central political entity. They
were just big towns in a sea of little ones and apparently represented nothing but concentrations of people" (p. 101). We now know much more of the
political and religious complexity of the Puebloan world, but-only because
researchers like Jennings put spade to earth, reported their findings, and
gave us thought-provoking ideas to work with.
Where Jennings succeeded, contemporary CRM most often fails. While
some contemporary work is excellent, most is merely adequate. Very little of
it, however, will stand the test of time. Today most CRM is undertaken with
the realization that severe time and money constraints will preclude thoughtful analysis and interdisciplinary interaction. Iflucky, a final report will see
between 200 and 500 copies printed-most ifnot all for the client and agencies involved. Some may make it to libraries and other researchers interested
in the area, but most fall out of sight far too soon never to reappear.
I offer no solution to this dilemma, but as presented in the Jennings
volume, an association between excellent research and a fine regional university press may be the place. to start.
Robert D. Leonard
University ofNew Mexico
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The Prehistory of Co lorado andAdjacent Areas. By Tammy Stone. (Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1999. x + 214 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index. $17.50 paper.)

There has been a need for a short survey of Colorado's prehistory that
includes more than just the fascinating ancestral Pueblo people of the Mesa
Verde region. Tammy Stone, assistant.professor of anthropology at the University of Colorado, Denver, has provided just that.
In a reasonably priced, concise summary, Professor Stone takes the
reader through more than a thousand years of history, stressing the interaction between the environment and the inhabitants. Obviously, only high
points can be touched upon, but everyone is allowed to pass through center
stage. Nor is this just Colorado, for there was no Colorado, in those days.
The book covers the nearby region. It concludes with a short chapter on
changes that came in the nineteenth century.
This thoroughly researched volume offers numerous references to a
host of other books and articles for readers interested in delving further. A
glossary is provided for those who do not know all the terms presented, and
three appendixes are included on the animals, plants, and fish of Colorado.
For the reader who desires an introduction and overview, this is the
place to start. There are, however, several things about The Prehistory of
Colorado that are disconcerting. It starts slowly, traps the reader with jargon occasionally, and is not an easy read, even when in full stride. It is best,
perhaps, used as a reference tool rather than read from cover to cover.
Duane A. Smith
Fort Lewis College
Walking Where We Lived: Memoirs of a Mono Indian Family. By Galen
D. Lee. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. xv + 208 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $23.95 paper.)

Part of the impetus for Gaylen Lee's work came from his alienating experience with anthropological texts in a college course that dealt with his people,
the Nim. For years, anthropologists have lumped the Nim together with other
groups under the linguistic classification North Folk Mono. Lee challenges
such external classifications, presenting instead a Nim account ofNim history and culture.
Set in the richly evoked landscape of the western Sierra Nevada, the
story of six generations of Lee's family comes alive through their words. Lee
employs a textual strategy stunning in its interpretive force, splendid in its
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poetics. Developing his account in cyclical fashion where narrative time
flows as the seasons change, we journey along the paths Lee's family travels. Lee weaves together highly personal portraits of his people's way oflife
with the disquieting history of oftentimes brutal and repressive contact with
settlers and their descendants. First encounters with Spanish colonists, the
utter devastation of the Gold Rush, and the state-sponsored genocide that
followed, are viewed through the oral history of Lee's family. Ethnohistory
par excellence, Lee's account deals seriously with Nim perspectives employing a narration representative ofNim modes of telling history. The Nim are
portrayed as fully agentive, collapsing dichotomies such as traditional/modern which plague writers of ethnohistory. Lee illustrates, for example, the
role traditional values played in guiding the construction of new ways of .
living (e.g. , engagement with some new technologies and the rejection of
others) within the confinesofa colonial situation. Policy towards his people
(especially those which fostered their dispossession) is brought into sharp
focus through the eyes of those who felt the harsh sting of mission-school
punishments. Ultimately, Lee celebrates the survival of this small community despite tremendous hardships. The words of Lee's grandma have sustained him, "Aishupa. Don't Worry. It's okay."
Philip Laverty
University ofNew Mexico

The Mapping of Entradas into the Greater Southwest. Edited by Dennis Reinhartz and Gerald Saxon. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1998. xiv + 227 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, cartobibliography, index.
$37.50 cloth.)
The Mapping of the Entradas into the Greater Southwest is a collection of essays engendered by a 1992 symposium at the University of Texas
at Arlington. The essays were delivered in conjunction with an exhibition of
maps mounted in UTA's Central Library: As a general rule, such books as
this are, more often than not, less than satisfactory. Not so with this delightful work. Fresh, well-written, and with excellent illustrations, it joins Jack
Jackson's Flags Along the Coast, Charting the GulfofMexico, 1519-1799:
A Reappraisal (1995) and Dora Beale Polk's The Island of California: A
History ofthe Myth (1991) as one of the important books on early American
cartography published in the last decade.
There are five essays followed bya summing up of the exhibition and a
cartobibilography by Katherine R. Goodwin. The essays complement one
another, functioning like chapters rather than individual treatises and allowing the text to flow smoothly from one section to the next-not always the
case with collections of articles. Each essay has a sufficient number of
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plates-there are 140 in all, twenty in full color-i-to illustrate the author's
discussion.
In "The Renaissance Geographic and Cartographic Background to the
First Century of Greater Southwest Discovery and Cartography," David
Woodward leads off with a comparison of Renaissance cartographic theory,
which was based in part on Claudius Ptolemy's second-century system of
coordinates, and its practical application. Woodward argues that it took
centuries to convert theory into practice. Practical navigators, unable to
calculate longitude, instead used portolan charts and textual references to
find their way. Ptolemy's system of spatial reference did, however, allow
cosmographers to establish the image and general position of America.
David Buisseret follows with "Meso-American and Spanish Cartography: An Unusual Example of Syncretic Development," a fascinating study
of map-making traditions among the pre contact indigenous peoples and
how, after exposure to European cartographic conventions, they developed
and changed in postcontact America. In "Spanish Entrada Cartography,"
Harry Kelsey surveys the effect of the entradas on the growth and accuracy
of European and particularly Spanish cartography. Robert S. Weddle examines the cartographic importance of coastal observations in "Coastal Exploration and Mapping: A Concomitant of the Entradas." Finally, Dennis
Reinhartz discusses the persistence through the nineteenth century of the
imagery generated by the New World entradas on popular European perceptions and misperceptions of the Greater Southwest in "Legado: The Information of the Entradas Portrayed through the Early Nineteenth Century."
This book has been well crafted; its editors and the University of Oklahom a Press should be commended. It is highly recommended and deserves
to be examined by every reader interested in the early history of the Americas.
William H.Broughton
Arizona Historical Society
Blood on the Boulders: The Journals of Don Diego de Vargas, New
Mexico, 1694-1697.2 vols. Edited by John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks,
and Meredith D. Dodge. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1998. xv + 1249 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $120.00 cloth.)
At the end of the seventeenth century, developments in distant New
Mexico seemed removed. Not surprisingly, the historical players on New
Mexico's distant stage are relatively obscure. Yet Diego de Vargas, the area's
reconquerer, twice governor, local folk hero, and unknown in mainstream
United States history books, is the subject of the University ofNew Mexico's
Vargas Project.
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Through years of research John Kessell and his team found enough
about the man and his times to compile a series of six volumes of translated
documents. In addition, a "semipaleographic" transcription of the original
Spanish, along with reference lists and vocabulary, are available on microfiche, though not included in the printed text.
Volume 4 is a two-book set of over twelve hundred pages, the expense
of which will make them available only to institutions, serious historians,
and Vargas groupies. Unfortunately, a truly bilingual series of books is cost
prohibitive. As a result of this hard work, Vargas will achieve the ranks of
such historical figures as Benjamin Franklin and George Washington, or
even, a Westerner such as Thomas O. Larkin, all of whom can lay claim to
having multivolume editions of their papers published.
The Vargas journals are pleasing on a number oflevels. Vargas's history
speaks to a much overlooked patrimony of the United States. He was a
Hispanic Westerner, or from his own perspective-northerner. From either
view, the patrimony has been overlooked. His life provides an interesting
view of the time and place where events occurred that have had implications
beyond their origins.
Vargas was, after all, the man who accomplished the task of resettling
the far northern province of New Mexico, where the most successful Indian
rebellion in North American history forced the Spanish out. He succeeded in
retaking the area but not peacefully as Carlos Siquenza y Gongora, a Mexican writer of the time, had prematurely written.
Volume 4 contains documents, some repetitive of earlier volumes, of
letters and reports that describe the siege of Santa Fe, the siege of the mesas
and their Pueblo Indian defenders at Jemez, Cochiti, and San Ildefonso (Black
Mesa), as well as the failed attempt of the Indians to repeat the 1680 rebellion. These are events about which historians, at least of early New Mexico,
have known for years. The journals, however, provide insight into the motives and the psychology of Vargas; the reactions of those among his own
people as well as the Puebloans who would challenge him; the politics from
the local level to Mexico; and the interesting variances of loyalty and/or
impatience of the various groups of settlers who were recruited by Vargas.
Generally, those people who returned to New Mexico after the Pueblo
Revolt remained loyal and relatively content. A second group, recruited in
Mexico City and settled in the new town of La Villa Real de Santa Cruz,
bitterly complained about their living conditions and the unfulfilled promises of the viceregal government. A third group recruited in Zacatecas seemed
ambivalent. All, with the notable exception of the settlers at Bernalillo, south
ofthe capital of Santa Fe, wanted to abandon the colony. Those at Bernalillo
refused even to leave their homes for the relative safety of Santa Fe.
A dearth of supplies and initiative underlined problems of settlement
and defense. From these published documents the reader will see Vargas as
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an ingrate official in the eyes of the viceroy's assistant, the fiscal. The
governor constantly requested more supplies and settlers from a government that lacked both. But, as Vargas himself pointed out, the settlers, especially the Mexico City recruits, refused to work for their own survival. Instead
of breeding livestock, they ate them. Fields already prepared by Indian labor
were allowed to go fallow for lack of work.
Above all, and apparently contrary to the editors' view, it was Vargas's
persistence that stands out. He was a man who was asked to accomplish the
nearly impossible. But for the support of three different viceroys, who consistently overruled their fiscales, Vargas would have failed. He settled an
area in which he was vastly overmatched. He never received the allotted
number of people he was promised, and even when supplies were granted,
the deliveries were delayed for any number of reasons in north-central
Mexico.
He meanwhile had to accommodate those under his care and did so, as
the editors unnecessarily write, by "playing God"-by displacing natives
making room for the arrival of new settlers. He had to feed and defend the
settlers (vol. 1, p. 603). When the people of Santa Cruz and the cabildo
(council) of Santa Fe petitioned him to abandon the settlement, he held firm
in his refusal. All this went on while the Pueblos, with the exception of five
villages, posed a serious threat of exterminating the colony..
This compendium of documents provides insightful views into the
thought processes of people, their cultural interaction, survival, resistance,
and acquiescence. The resettlement of New Mexico was not as smooth as
most would like to believe. The real story, like Vargas himself, is much more
conflicted-even tragic. At the very least, the story is more interesting than
anything the twentieth century can impose.
Thomas E. Chavez
Palace of the Governors, Santa Fe, New Mexico
Acequia Culture: Water, Land, and Community in the Southwest. By
Jose Rivera. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998.243
pp. Notes, maps, index, $19.95 paper.)
Jose Rivera, associate professor of public administration and academic
administrator at the University of New Mexico, has produced a useful and
unique volume for students and scholars of the Southwest. Acequia Culture: Water, Land, and Community in the Southwest is not only a balanced
and thoughtful history of the culture of water resource planning and administration in the Southwest, but also it could be argued that this book is an
important public policy document rooted in interdisciplinary research and
analysis. Rivera's synthesis carefully analyzes and delineates a regional
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acequia culture that possesses deep roots in the legal and administrative
milieu of medieval Europe. This institution, with a few significant modifications over time, has remained remarkably intact: from medieval Spain, to the
northern frontiers of New Spain, and into contemporary New Mexico and
southern Colorado. "The allocation, distribution, and administration ofwaters during the colonial period, and continuing into the present," Rivera
asserts,"have been strikingly similar to those of medieval Valencia, practices which have survived there as well" (p. 26). Besides adding a solidly
researched work to the growing body of literature of water resource development in the West, Rivera's most significant contribution lies in the final
two chapters, where he assesses the contemporary status of ace quia culture
and offers some pragmatic and innovative suggestions to sustain acequia
communities into the future.
.
Interspersed in the narrative are translations and transcriptions of historical documents, legal renderings, and pronouncements that underscore
the broader themes discussed in the volume. For example, excerpts from El.
Plan de Pitie de 1789 and the transcription and translation of a February
1770 letter to New Mexico's governor and captain general from widow and
Abiquiu resident Margarita de Luna, provide readers with vivid illustrations
of Spanish colonial administrative policies. Through such examples readers
gain insight into the evolution of judicial practices and traditions as they
pertain to water use and distribution. This stylistic feature of the book, in
combination with well-chosen and skillfully crafted maps and illustrations,
contributes significantly to the overall appeal of Aeequia Culture.
Ideally, this accessible work will inform future public policy debate in
the Southwest and beyond. Historians, public policy scholars, legal practitioners, and elected officials interested in one of the region's most compelling environmental and economic issues-water conservation and
development-should read Rivera's book. Unquestionably, in the last quarter century, water resource planning has drawn unprecedented attention
from throughout the world. Rivera's interdisciplinary regional study possesses critical information that, in the best of all worlds, should reach the
general public.
Jack L. August, Jr.
Northern Arizona University- Yavapai
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Juan Alvarado: Governor of California, 1836-1842. By Robert Ryal
Miller. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. xiii + 216 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth.)
Juan Alvarado, Governor of California, 1836-1842 is one of a growing number of studies that deals with important figures of the Mexican frontier. Alvarado was both a unique Western and LatinAmerican figure because
of the geopolitical struggles he survived. He was a prominent californio
politician who navigated the waves of national identity during the nineteenth century, when California changed flags three times. Like most of the
last californio dons, Alvarado went from prominence to obscurity as the
outpost of the Mexican republic was transformed by the chaotic impact of
fortune seekers. Miller offers a biographical sketch that also considers the
tremendous political upheavals that occurred in Mexico and the United States
during Alvarado's life.
Miller organizes the book chronologically fromAlvarado's birth in 1809
to the final partition ofAlvarado's land in 1894, years after his death. Miller
utilizes manuscript collections and published primary resources for his findings which offer the reader accounts of californio lifestyle and politics. Because Alvarado was a central figure of Mexican California, Miller's biography
additionally offers animportant sketch that will be useful for any student of
California or borderlands history.
Alvarado is depicted as an honorable, astute politician in a sea of despotism and revolutionary chaos. For the most part, Mexican California was
in a constant state of revolution that had its roots in Mexico City and the
tremendous North-South conflict of Alta California. Alvarado and other
californios were concerned about the criminals the federal government sent
as presidio soldiers. Alvarado became involved with territorial politics at the
age of eighteen when he was appointed as secretary to the diputacion.
Although Miller does not sufficiently explore the dynamics of family networks, he does recount how Alvarado's family name assured him a place in
territorial politics as the nephew of one of Mexican California's most distinguished citizens, Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo. Intermingled in Miller's biography, one finds the somewhat discordant workings of family networks.
In many ways, Miller's account ofAlvarado sheds light on the story of
the Mexican frontier. A study of a figure like Alvarado also helps us to
understand how prominent Mexicans dealt with the issues of transitional
citizenship, national allegiances, and race relations brought on by the Mexican-American War.

Carlos Manuel Salomon
University ofNew Mexico
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My Life in the Old Army: The Reminiscences ofAbner Doubleday. Edited by Joseph E. Chance. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press,
1998. xi + 403 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $27.95 paper.)
Besides an apocryphal association with American baseball, Abner
Doubleday served thirty-one years as anArmy officer, fighting with Zachary
Taylor's army in Mexico and as a successful division commander during the
Civil War. While he published accounts of his Civil War service (both currently in print), five unpublished manuscripts came to rest in the New York
Historical Society. In this work, Joseph E. Chance produces an edited version of these manuscripts, covering the period from Doubleday's graduation from West Point to the beginning of the Civil War. Included is a collection
of military anecdotes.
Doubleday's accounts of his Mexican War service and his travels in
Mexico are the most "historically" useful parts of Chance's work. A lieutenant in the First Artillery, Doubleday served along the Rio Grande and in
northern Mexico. He provides observations on the battles of Palo Alto,
Reseca de la Palma, and Buena Vista-all of which he missed-along with an
account of his part in storming Monterrey. His description of rooftop-torooftop fighting, often spearheaded by "Texians," is particularly interesting.After the war, Doubleday helped investigate the "Gardiner Mine Claims,"
an almost modern story of fraud and government corruption. His observations of Mexicans and Mexican culture throughout are mildly racist and
certainly elitist, but often sympathetic to Mexico and Mexican cultureinfluenced, perhaps, by his ability to speak Spanish. The collection of mil itary anecdotes, almost one-third of the text, have no real connection with
the first two-thirds ofthe work. Nonetheless, they possess a charm that is
engaging, and provide a feel for Doubleday's affection for the "Old Army."
This work is not without problems. Although extensive, the footnotes
are frequently uneven. More serious is the failure to provide any discussion
of the structure and provenance of the manuscripts used. As Chance admits, he "rearranged the original so this volume presents [Doubleday's]
accounts in order" (p. 12). While this facilitates the narrative's flow, it leaves
the reader with no understanding of the structure of the original manuscripts. Further, the final transcript was produced from photocopies of a
microfilm copy. It is unclear if Chance actually ever saw the original manuscripts.
Despite problems this is an interesting work useful to anyone interested
in U.S. operations in the northern theater during the Mexican War, or anyone
interested in North American observations of Mexican life and culture in the
mid-nineteenth century.
Ronald L. Spiller
Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
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A Voice of Thunder: A Black Soldier s Civil War. Edited by Donald
Yacovone. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1998. xxi + 350 pp.1llustrations, maps, notes, index. $26.95 cloth, $18.95 paper.)
Donald Yacovone's, A Voice of Thunder provides a missing tile in the
mosaic of Civil War literature. There is a dearth of works that examines the
AfricanAmerican soldier's perspective concerning the Civil War, White officers of black regiments provide most of the insight scholars and students
possess about the African American experience in the Union armies.
Yacovone fills this breach by introducing the reader to George E. Stephens,
a Philadelphia cabinetmaker who achieved fame as a correspondent for the
Weekly Anglo-African and as a sergeant in the fabled Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Regiment. Stephens's correspondence paints an enlightening portrait ofthe black Civil War experience, affording the opportunity to see what
it must have been like to be an African American in the mid-nineteenth
.century. His correspondence records for posterity the brutality of slavery,
the struggle for liberation and equality, the trials and heroism of the black
soldier, and the duplicity of the American government in paying black soldiers less than whites.
Yacovone presents Stephens and his correspondence in a unique style,
creating almost two separate books in a single volume. In the first half of his
study, Yacovone presents a succinct, yet thorough, biographical sketch of
the life and times of George Stephens. This essay provides a skillful and
useful introduction tothe second half of the work which contains Stephens's
correspondence to the editor of the New York City-based Weekly AngloAfrican. It is this masterful blend ofYacovone's scholarship with Stephens's
highly literate, first-person observations that make this volume such a fascinating read.
The entire volume is well documented in terms of both bibliographical
and explanatory notes. The annotated footnotes accompanying Stephens's
correspondence are especially helpful in identifying individuals, events,
battles, and word usages that may not be familiar to the reader.
Like most memoirs or collections of letters, A Voice of Thunder gives
the reader only one perspective or glimpse of history. The perspective that
Yacovone offers through Stephens's writings is one that has been missing
from Civil War scholarship for far too long.
James R. Hedtke
Cabrini College
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All That Glitters: Class, Conflict, and Community in Cripple Creek. By
Elizabeth Jameson. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1998. xii + 367
pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$60.00 cloth, $23.95 paper.)
All That Glitters is the story of paradise lost. It charts labor's rise to
power in the Cripple Creek mining district of central Colorado between 1890
and 1904, when organized labor could dictate the political fortunes of an
entire county, force even the most recalcitrant mine owners to the bargaining table, and guarantee their members decent conditions and a family wage.
Then came the dramatic fall, during the 1903-1904 strike; when strategies
that had served workers well for a decade failed, and a wave of corporate
brutality, including beatings, deportations, and assassinations, devastated
hopes for a workers' democracy.
Jameson complicates the story of this community and influential strike,
which helped lead the Western Federation of Miners to found the Industrial
Workers of the World the following year. Through meticulous analysis of
owners as well as workers, political as well as union elected officials, and
lodges as well as unions, she demonstrates cross-cutting lines in the workers' paradise. While most labor histories portray employers as an undifferentiated class, Jameson argues that divisions among owners played a crucial
role in workers' power. A few early arrivals, themselves rooted in the working class, remained sympathetic to labor's demands and vision. Newer arrivals, often more heavily capitalized arid with dreams of vertical and horizontal
integration, worked to force out labor's sympathizers, finally succeeding in
the 1903-1904 strike.
At least as important were the community'spolitical divisions. Jameson
asks the perpetually baffling question: why did workers elect socialists to
union offices but not to political offices? While she finds a remarkable degree of consensus among workers, both leaders and rank and file, on socialist issues, she finds them remarkably fragmented politically, identifying sixty
different voting patterns, largely boiling down to the politics of alliance or
of separatism. Where workers might dominate the county but not the state
or nation, most felt they had more to gain from an alliance with major parties
than from creating their own. But 'they could not always agree on which
alliances most benefitted them. The fatal result for the 1903-1904 strike was
the splitting of the labor vote and the election of an anti-union governor
willing to call out the troops against the wishes oflocal officials. Even then,
the governor remained sufficiently cognizant oflabor's power to try repeatedly to rein in the excesses of the troops and their corporate sponsors and
was on the verge of withdrawing the troops (and, so it seemed to labor and
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capital, handing labor their victory), when the owners found a violent way
to retain the troops and crush the strike.
Along the way, Jameson addresses issues of gender and race-the creation of particular notions of manhood through lodge and union rhetoric,
the difference between female participation in electoral politics and in unions,
and the district's virtual consensus on remaining a "white man's camp."
Jameson ties these concepts to the union's construction of the community
as self-respecting, but less centrally to the final destruction of that community.
In short, this is a book that uses a key moment in relations between
labor and capital to ask important questions and provides new answers and
fresh illumination.
Sarah Deutsch
Clark University
African Americans on the Western Frontier. Edited by Monroe Lee
Billington and Roger D. Hardaway. (Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1998~ 275 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, index. $24.95 paper.)

This anthology of mostly previously published essays includes a variety of works that deal with the AfricanAmerican West from roughly 1850 to
1912. Billington and Hardaway include such important essays as William
Sherman Savage's "Slavery in the West," Kenneth Porter's "Black Cowboys
in the American West, 1866-1900," and Glenda Riley's "American Daughters: Black Women in the West." All of these works are important in the
historiography of the African American West. Porter's and Savage's articles,
written in 1969 and 1976 respectively, established African Americans' presence in the West, helping to launch the New Western History for African
American's. Riley's essay, written some time later (1986), is another important contribution to the African American West that deals with the myriad
ways in which African American women existed in the region. All of the
chosen essays remain within the contributionist tradition, or recognition
school, of African American history-in this case, African Americans were
"out there," too.
Hence, the book is a worthy compendium of works that operate within a
Turnerian framework. African Americans moved west right along with whites,
and played an active role in the westward sweep of an overwhelmingly maledominated civilization. Not surprisingly then, the essays also operate within
a blacklwhiteparadigm, leaving uninterrogated newer categories of investigation such as a multiracial West, class, racialized space, and urban African
Americans. The editors might have broadened their definition ofthe frontier
by exploding the east/west model and simply expanding the time frame to
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include the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. In this way, the
"frontier" and interaction among races becomes infinitely more interesting.
Billington's "Buffalo Soldiers in the American West, 1865-1900," one ofthe
book's original contributions, remains in the recognition school, and is thus
consistent with the volume. Based primarily on secondary sources, the article takes an uncritical stance on African Americans' roles in such matters
as Indian fighting and complicity in opening up territory that might soon be
inhospitable to the interests of most African Americans.
So goes the tone of the criticism of the implied "old" Western History.
However, the book's previously published essays are priceless contributions to the African American West, and it is nice to have them compiled in
one volume. The book also covers the mining West, African American newspapers and their role in community building, and womens' incarceration.
Also helpful is Hardaway's bibliographic essay, an updated and abridged
adaptation of his latest book. The editors might have included still more
articles.
Hardaway and Billington hope to make integrating the African American West into Western history courses a bit easier. In this they succeed, but
only in part. While certainly much work needs to be done on the African
American West, enough has been done to complement this volume with
others that include more recent works and up-to-date analyses.
Matthew J. Powell
Diablo Valley College
Forgotten Kingdom: The Mormon Theocracy in the American West,
1847-1896. By David L. Bigler. (Logan: Utah State University Press,
1998.411 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $21.95 paper.)
After suffering murderous persecution in Illinois, the Latter-day Saints
sought in the West to practice their religion and build a theocratic community without interference. Forgotten Kindgom recounts their efforts.
Although Bigler essays over the years 1847-1896, more than half the
text is devoted to the 1850s. Moreover, the author emphasizes violence,
conflict, and politics, in preference to church organization, community building, and cooperation. This emphasis seems to have resulted from Bigler's
conception of Mormonism as a "militant millennial movement engaged in a
struggle for sovereignty with an American republic" (p. 16).
Had Bigler adopted the Latter-day Saints' conceptionofthemselves as
a proselytizing and community-building church preparing for Christ's return, he might have emphasized different topics and evidence. As it is, un-
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like LeonardArrington's Great Basin Kingdom (1958) and Eugene Campbell's
Establishing Zion (1988), Bigler privileges anti-Mormon sources such as
William Hickman's Brigham 50 Destroying Angel (1872) and Robert Baskin's
Reminiscences ofEarly Utah (1914).
At times the author ignores evidence favorable to the Mormons. He
cites, for instance, the unofficial views of Bruce R. McConkie endorsing
blood atonement (p. 124), but he ignores the 12 December 1889 "ofiicial
Declaration" of the church leadership repudiating the doctrine. He calls the
Nauvoo Legion, "a semi-private army" (p. 28), when it was a legal militia unit.
In retelling the story of the horrid butchery of a party of Arkansas
emigrants by southern Utah Mormons and Paiutes at Mountain Meadows,
Bigler ignores some sources that help us understand the proximate causes.
For instance, he fails to report the evidence cited in Donald Moorman's
Camp Floyd and the Mormons (1992) of the Fancher-Baker Party's violent
attacks on Cedar City.
By contrast, he inflates the responsibility of the LDS general authorities, none of whom participated in or had prior knowledge of the massacre.
The letter Brigham Young sent with James Haslam telling southern Utah's
leaders "You must not meddle with" the Fancher-Baker party Bigler calls
"Young's alleged reply" (p. 170). He privileges John D. Lee's reminiscent
and posthumously edited account, which says Lee reported truthfully to
Young and Wilford Woodruff, while rejecting Woodruff's contemporary journal entry, which says that Lee laid the entire blame on the Paiutes.
The effort of the Mormons to secure the support of the Paiutes and
Shoshonis during the Utah War by promising them the livestock driven
along the California trails may well have helped motivate the Paiute attacks
on the Fancher train, as Bigler argues. Nevertheless, the Paiutes were agents
with their own interests. They participated in the massacre as allies, not as
victims of the Mormons.
Forgotten Kingdom is well written, but readers would have benefited
from an account that showed a better understanding of the point of view of
the Mormon people.
Thomas G. Alexander
Brigham Young University
A Guide to the Indian Wars of the West. By John D. McDermott. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998. xx + 205 pp. Illustrations, map,
tables, bibliography, index. $16.95 paper.)

John D. McDermott has spent decades studying and amassing research
data on the Indian Wars of the Trans-Mississippi West. This slim volume is
a thoughtful distillation of a huge subject. No one is better equipped to
421

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 74:4

provide a primer for a quick but comprehensive dip into the subject or for a
base from which to launch further study.
McDermott looks at the culture of both sides. He summarizes the way of
life of the West's major tribal groupings-political, economic, social, military, and spiritual. He also deals with material culture, especially weaponry.
He then takes the same "cultural" approach to the frontier army. Finally,
there is a digest offederal Indian policy, especially the treaty system, coupled
with explanations of how it was perceived on each side and why it did not
work. These discussions, in turn, lay the groundwork for a consideration of
the Indian Wars in history, literature, fiction, art, and films. The second part
of the book, "Places to Visit," consists of a state-by-state guide to significant historic sites and museums.
For the newcomer to the Indian Wars, there is no better place to start.
For the veteran student, there is no handier concise reference.
Robert M. Utley
Georgetown, Texas

Wild West Shows and the Images of American Indians, 1883-1933. By
L. G. Moses. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1996. xvii
+ 364 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography.iindex. $18.95 paper.)
"Show Indians" is the term L. G. Moses employs to indicate a level of
professionalism of Indians who worked for wages in Wild West shows and
other performance productions, for fifty years a considerable opportunity
for Indian employment. Wild West Shows credibly documents the experiences of American Indians who chose to work off-reservation in exhibitions
ranging from traveling medicine shows to international companies, the largest of which had them act in lavish spectacles which most Indians had never
witnessed in real life: chasing stagecoaches, fighting George Custer, and
burning settlers' cabins.
.
Many Indian Service officials and like-minded reformers embracing assimilation and eradication of Indian culture did not want such scenes imprinted in the minds of the American public. Yet show owners pointed to
travel as education in broadening the Indians' experiences, and the seasoned performers had the sagacity to enjoy the presentations for what they
were: exciting dramas. This conflict over Indian image, waged to gain the
public's interest, forms the central theme of Moses' study. His cogent documentation shows that, although they could not ban Indians from leaving the
reservations for work, many federal officials engaged in politics of opposition, refusing approval to companies seeking Indian workers.
Occasionally, moving between the chapters analyzing Indian policy and
those examining the role ofWill jam F. Cody's show, The Wild West, is cum-
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bersome for the reader. On the other hand, Moses skillfully sets Cody's
company as a benchmark for evaluating the treatment and working conditions of Indian performers and weaves the stories of other shows around it.
Cody looked after people in his charge closely and was more generous than
most with wages and benefits..
Writing from the perspective of the Indian performers is central to
Moses's thesis that Wild West shows actually provided Indians with a fair
return for their work. His analysis turns upside down the interpretations of
some of the few other historians who have written about Show Indians, that
they were largely victims, patronized and exploited. In contrast, even as he
documents exploitation, Moses convincingly demonstrates that Indians
seized the positive aspects of their experiences. Life on most Indian reservations at the time was often brutal, culturally degrading, or so wrenching
emotionally that many may have felt they had nothing to lose. For some, the
shows meant travel, adventure, participation in daring traditional athletic
activities, and a living wage they could send to families. Best of all, they
could just be themselves-Indians-and gain respect. Moses persuades
us, though, that the performances ultimately served the greater purpose of
demonstrating cultural persistence.
Moses is quick to note the paucity of sources of Show Indians' points
of view, but some of his examples are gems. This solidly-researched analysis
of a largely unstudied topic is an important, imaginative addition to Native
American history. Read it.
Sandra Varney MacMahon
University ofNew Mexico

Life Among the Texas Indians: The WPA Narratives. By David La Vere.
(College Station: TexasA&M University Press, 1998. xvii + 270 pp. Illustrations, notes. $34.95 cloth.)
An ever more insistent call for authentic Indian voices as a counterweight to more traditional documents for Native American history has set
off a virtual treasure hunt for these rare resources. Hoping to turn up nuggets of genuine Texas Indian recollection, David La Vere went prospecting
through the bound volumes of the Indian-Pioneer Histories, a compendium
of interviews collected by Works Progress Administration scholars during
the depression years of 1937-38. The result may not assay out as the pure
ethnological mother lode, but La Vere displays enough gold dust to justify
the effort.
As La Vere himself acknowledges, his quest for authentic Texas Indian
voiceswas doomed from the start: "there were too few of them in the IndianPioneer Histories to make a book" (p. xi). To compensate, he chose to fill in
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the blanks by using recollections about Texas Indians by other Indiansmostly "civilized" refugees in Indian Territory-and by white settlers, missionaries, and teachers. As it result, we get a rather broad cross section of
viewpoints, many stereotypically "pioneer" in slant, but others quite unconventional and interesting. One Cherokee informant, for example, confides that "the Indians of southern Oklahoma were raiders, and most anything
bad you wanted to call them. The Apaches and Comanches were the worst."
He concludes that he "had the satisfaction later, from 1876 to 1880, of chasing these raiding Indians and giving them some of the same treatment they
had given the white settlers" (p. 53).
Rather than transcribing full narratives, La Vere has edited the primary
documents by snipping sections and grouping them topically. He covers, in
order, "Raids and Warfare," "Southern Plains Cultures," "A Spiritual Life,"
"Education and Health," "Life on the Reservation," and "Old Ways, New
Ways." The result will probably displease researchers, for whom context
and thematic continuity within the narratives would be important. Lay readers, however, along with undergraduate researchers will find much of value
in this organizational scheme, as will lecturers looking for a ready source of
anecdotes. This same audience will also find La Vere's brief history of Indians in Texas, which forms the introduction to the volume, informative and
useful.
In all, then, Life Among the Texas Indians falls far short of providing
those authentic Texas Indian voices that might drown out, or at least harmonize meaningfully with, conventional sources. But this collection of topical
anecdotes does provide a rich array of viewpoints on key issues in Southern
Plains life that many will find useful and rewarding.
Christopher L. Miller
University of Texas-Pan American
Woven by the Grandmothers: Nineteenth-Century Navajo Textiles from
the National Museum ofthe American Indian. Edited by Eulalie H. Bonar.
(Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1996. xv + 214 pp. Illustrations, notes, index. $34.95 paper.)
This National Museum of the American Indian (NMAI) catalogue accompanied an exhibit by the same name. The exhibit showed first in 1996 at
the Heye Center in New York and then around the country. The catalogue's
editor and NMAI Project Curator, Eulalie H. Bonar, is to be congratulated for
bringing together in this volume museum personnel, contemporary Navajo
weavers, and Navajo textile experts in a fascinating blend of Navajo and
Anglo views about nineteenth-century wearing blankets from NMAI's Navajo textile collection.
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The catalogue contains a foreword by W. Richard West, NMAI Director; an introductory essay by Eu1alie H. Bonar; five essays on weaving and
contemporary experience by Navajo co-curators and consultants D. Y. Begay,
Harry Walters, Wesley Thomas, and Kalley Kearns; and two historical essays by anthropologists and Navajo textile experts, Ann Lane Hedlund and
the late Joe Ben Wheat. These essays are followed by color plates of fortytwo selected collection blankets with commentary by the Navajo weavers, a
series of notes on various collectors of collection textiles, and a catalogue
of the exhibited pieces.
The essays by Hedlund and Wheat are of particular interest for Southwestern History. Hedlund compares weavers' lives during two eras of rapid
social change one hundred years apart, 1860-1890 and 1960-1990. For the
earlier era, this is a particularly difficult task. Few documentary sources are
available that refer to weavers or their lives. Hedlund makes two suggestions from the scant data that need further research. First, the social status
of blanket wearer, may be reflected in the quality of the weavings they wore.
The use and distribution of weavings within Navajo society needs to be
explored in the past as well as the present. Second, she suggests that Navajo women were the traders oftheirweavings in earlier times. More attention needs to be paid to the economic roles ofNavaj 0 women in the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. In the more recent era, she explores trends in
weaving production that shed light on current Navajo weaving economics.
The late Joe Ben Wheat provides a documentary history of Navajo blankets using examples from the NMAI collections. He documents the evolution of blanket design and the uses of various production materials against
the context of Navajo contact with otherpeoples. It is an excellent, detailed
discussion in the best tradition of museum collection analysis and shows
again that Wheat was the master of Navajo weaving history.
Poor placement and organization of illustrative material mar the overall
excellence of this catalogue. Wheat's analysis loses impact as the reader
hunts through the volume for the oft-referenced photographs. Some photographs are unlabeled. Photographs are not referenced in the collection catalogue. These problems lessen the pleasure of the serious student of Navajo
weaving in using this volume.

Terry R. Reynolds
New Mexico State University Museum
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Southern Ute Women: Autonomy and Assimilation on the Reservation,
1887-1934. By Katherine M. B. Osburn. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1998. xiv + 165 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)

After the passage ofthe Dawes Severalty Act in 1887, the Southern Ute
Agency was the scene of an intense federal effort to assimilate the Ute
Indians. The tribe was expected to break up its common land holdings and
transform itself into middle-class patriarchal farm and pastoral families on
their allotments. In this assimilationist mode, women were to surrender the
greater autonomy they enjoyed in traditional Ute society and become homemakers, the "civilizers" of their men-fathers, husbands, brothers, and sonsbut definitely not the equal partners they had been before contact.
Osburn's well-written and well-researched book provides a good example of the arrogance of the government's political policies and administrative personnel who took for granted the authority of males in the
households, communities, and societies. This haughty premise was not the
official policy toward the Southern Utes. Instead, the bureaucrats simply
ignored the Southern Ute women and dealt exclusively with the men in such
important areas as negotiating the establishment of the reservation, council
meetings, allotments, and creating procedures to educate the children. In
dramatic contrast, egalitarianism had been the norm among these Utes in
their traditional social, economic, political, sexual, and religious arenas.
Osburn's book describes the women's reactions to being excluded from continuing participation and, in particular, to the government's attempts to
change the way the women "constructed their roles of wife and mother" (p.
19)..
The women's shifting patterns of cooperation and resistance reveal much
behind-the-scenes thought, planning, and conspiring by them on how to
retain their customary autonomy and outsmart-yes, that is the word-personnel from the Office ofIndian Affairs (OIA). For example, women fenced
their family's properties to safeguard them from encroachment by whites
moving onto the reservation; OIA personnel told their superiors that assimilation was working because the women were expressing "pride of ownership" (p. 24). I can hear the women chuckling and, of course, they did not
say a word and accomplished their goal anyway. Another example, but of a
different sort, concerns the women's interaction with eleven field matrons,
all white, who were employed to instruct them in homemaking, e.g., "Care of
a house, keeping it clean and in order, ventilated, properly warmed (not
overheated) and suitably furnished" (p. 70). Many Ute families were extended and lived in close proximity to each other. The average occupancy of
one-room shacks was eight people; many lived in tipis and most were not
disturbed by crowded conditions. Many refused to move from the tipis into
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permanent homes, so they continued living in extended families and kept up
the practice of communal work. According to the author, it seems that cramped
housing had more of a disheartening effect on OlA personnel than on the
Utes whose residence and child care practices continued to reflect pre-reservation patterns.
Some Ute women were considered immoral by OIA agents because of
their traditional practices of sex outside of marriage, polygamy, and easy
divorce. But they would not change their ways. For example, young mothers
refused to marry the men who fathered their babies, and some even left the
reservation. Incredibly, OIA personnel occasionally made decisions about
who was an acceptable partner for an individual Ute and "who could marry
whom on the reservation" (p. 85).
In the end, the cleverness of Ute women in designing resistance to
unfavorable policies did not really matter, for the relentless authority of the
United States government for forty-nine years on the reservation would not
be halted by a handful of women. Changes definitely occurred. Osburndeclares, "The OIA assaulted traditional Ute culture in every area oflife, from
subsistence strategy, to political and social structures, to sexual and marital
relationships" (p. 113). Their efforts were eventually as successful among
the Utes as they were among m?st of the other tribes. In time the Utes
settled into allotment life and shifted their subsistence base from hunting
and gathering to farming, stock raising, wage labor, annuity monies, and
later, oil and gas leases and tourism. While Ute men continued to be the
government's contacts, it would be incorrect to underestimate the unseen
power of wives, mothers, sisters, and daughters to shape their men's beliefs.
No doubt some of the demands made by the men on agents were the result of
their women's influence, especially the women who accommodated the Anglo
ways that benefited them but refused to give up indigenous culture and the
customs that gave their lives meaning. Nonetheless, the Ute women adjusted to the new life as well. Among the changes they adopted were sanitation and education of the children in the white man's schools. They also
learned homemaking skills from the field matrons and practice" their new
economic skills such as wage work or buying, selling, and leasing land.
Despite these actions, though, their spirit never fully assimilated, and this is
what Osburn tells us in her book. Bravo!
Technically speaking, this book is well organized, and the volume of
material is controlled expertly. The endnotes are detailed and thorough, the
bibliography is extensive, and the index appears adequate.
H. Henrietta Stockel
Cochise College
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Frederick Jackson Turner: Strange Roads Going Down. By Allan G.
Bogue. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. xviii + 557 pp.
Illustrations, map, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.)
Allan Bogue has produced what will stand as the new conclusive biography of Frederick Jackson Turner, the man others have called the father of
Western American history largely by virtue of his having authored what
Bogue terms "the most famous address ever delivered by an American historian"-Turner's "Frontier Thesis" of 1893 (p. 91). The book is, to be sure,
a historian's biography ofa historian. Bogue, Frederick Jackson Turner Professor of History emeritus at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, is himself one of the profession's senior historians. Thus, it is with sympathy,
insight, deliberation, and fairness that he renders a critical examination of
Turner the man as well as Turner's career, writings, professional contributions, limitations, and failures. The reader gets a clear sense of no stone
having gone unturned, for Bogue's treatment is thorough. He examines every piece ofTurner's writing as well as much of the writing about Turner that
appeared during his lifetime and since.
As Bogue admits, this emphasis is on "the gritty mechanics of ambition
and profession" (p. xv). Thus, portrayed here is an ambitious, sometimes
jealous professional who wielded great influence within his profession, at
most of the institutions where he served, and among the many graduate
students he taught. Here also is the portrait of a man devoted to the outdoors, to his family, and to his native Midwest. And here, too, is a procrastinator, a man who could and did write, was jealous of his writing
opportunities, and yet was easily diverted from completing the biggest of
them. The same man who had an "innate need to instruct, to give advice, and
to sparkle in personal communication" was also the man unable "to diagnose his lack of self discipline" (pp. 256, 301).
Born in 1861, the son of a Portage, Wisconsin newspaper editor and
local political leader, Turner threaded his way after high school from newspaper work, which he disliked, into graduate work, first at Wisconsin and
then at Johns Hopkins University, which he relished. As was the nature of
the era's academic instruction, Turner's education was broad, including much
work in the classics and antiquity, but he grew to embrace the American
West as his specialty. The West was not a recognized area of study at the
time, however, so Turner found himself on the defensive. Bogue concludes
that it was as a defense of his study of Western American History that
Turner came to craft his frontier thesis. Turner did not set out to piece
together a great new explanation for American history. Rather, Bogue says,
"we should see a harried but happy and enthusiastic young man, afire with
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professional ambition, seeking to legitimize and promote his field of history." Turner, he adds, "tried to write the strongest defense of western history possible, only to succeed beyond his dreams" (p. 112).
Elegantly written, closely argued, painstakingly researched and presented, this book is the definitive work on Turner of our time. It will not, of
course, be the last word on Turner. Bogue acknowledges that the cynic
might suggest that Turner's frontier thesis has survived because historians
have failed to be rigorous thinkers. "True enough, alas, but insufficient
explanation," he declares. "Interest in Turner's ideas has continued because
he dealt with issues that were of great and continuing concern." Moreover,
Bogue adds, "as the issues have remained, so has the relevance of studying
their background" (p. 461). This is a book with which all Western historians
must beon intimate terms.
Charles E. Rankin
Montana Historical Society, Helena

People a/the West Desert: Finding Common Ground. By Craig Denton.
(Logan: Utah State University Press, 1999. xiv + 224 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography, index. $44.95 cloth, $24.95 paper.)
From the vantage point of the heavily urbanized Wasatch Front, the
West Desert encompasses the sparsely populated Great Basin area of western Utah and' eastern Nevada. This region, centered around the eastern Nevada town of Baker and other small communities on the Utah-Nevada border,
is where Craig Denton examines questions of community formation, cooperation among disparate individuals, and American democracy. Accompanied by a diverse selection of documentary photographs, Denton's deferential
narrative style respects the wide range of opinions present in the West
Desert, and his interview excerpts paint a compelling verbal portrait of the
people and communities in question.
Water, or more accurately the scarcity of water, is the defining element
for both the land and people of the West Desert. It has the power to divide
neighboring ranchers and farmers battling over usage rights on the same
small creek, and it has the power to unite these same people when the city of
Las Vegas and other aggressive outside entities cast covetous glances toward unused groundwater rights in the Great Basin. In addition to water, the
people of the West Desert, whether they are communitarians, solitary miners, or small business owners, share a common disdain for the ungoverned
sprawl of the urbanized West. They see the West Desert as a refuge from the
fecklessness of city life and as a place where they can realize a sense of
independence. Each group cares about preserving the land. The so-called
"American Dream" of a materialistic life with plenty to spare is not what they
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want from the region. They have sunk deep roots into the land, and while
they want to provide their families with economic security, it is the maintenance of traditional family, community, and spiritual relationships that remains their foremost concern.
While Denton's sympathetic narrative highlights the cooperative efforts among the denizens of what he calls the "quintessential West" (p. x),
his account suffers from the silence of some significant groups. Members of
the polygamist Associated United Brethren Church declined to participate
in the study, which Denton acknowledges as a problem since comments
from their neighbors tend toward the negative. Of greater concern, however,
is Denton's effort to provide a Native American voice by substituting the
Walker River Paiutes on the edge of the Sierra Nevada range for the reclusive Gosiutes, whose reservation straddles the Utah-Nevada border. Although the Paiutes and Gosiutes undoubtedly deal with similar community
problems on their respective reservations, it is the Skull Valley band of
Gosiutes who have proposed solving their economic difficulties by making
their land available as a temporary repository for high-level nuclear wastes.
Denton barely touches on this complex 'issue, and the controversy is unlikely to encourage a sense of cooperation between the Gosiutes and their
Anglo neighbors on the West Desert.
Despite these shortcomings, People of the West Desert is an insightful
and informative book. It is an introspective work that demonstrates how
compromise between the Old West of ranchers and miners and the New
West of communitarians and environmentalists is possible.
GaryR. Entz
McPherson College
Women, Culture, and Community: Religion and Reform in Galveston,
. 1880-1920. By Elizabeth Hayes Turner. (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1997. x + 371 pp. Illustrations, tables, notes, index. $49.95 cloth,
$19.95 paper.)

Few studies of women's Progressive Era reform movements begin with
high drama, yet the horrible devastation of the 1900 hurricane, which swept
a large portion of Galveston into the Gulf of Mexico, killing 6,000 of the city's
38,000inhabitants, created such an extreme threat to the health of the survivors that women rapidly organized to meet the emergency and, thereby,
entered the field of municipal public policy. And there they stayed, expanding their range of causes to include the establishment of the city commission system, the replanting of beautiful and protective vegetation along the
fragile coast, improvements in public sanitation, the enforcement of pure
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food and milk laws, and women's suffrage.
Elizabeth Turner has written an informative and insightful case study of
the evolution of women's public and political activism in Galveston, an important southern gateway to the West. Turner's examination of life in the
port city before and after the 1900 storm focuses on the responses of the
inhabitants who rebuilt Galveston as the organizational fervor of the Progressive Era spread throughout the nation's cities, and as minority groups,
especially people of color, were forced out of politics and into segregated
spaces. The storm is the starting point for a new type of white women's
organization, the Women's Health Protective Association, a cross-denominational action group that worked with white male leaders but also directly
challenged slow and ineffective methods of city government.
While Turner's study presents the various phases through which
Galveston women passed-on their way to less traditional spheres of influence, she is primarily dedicated to testing a too-long-lingering misconception that "suffrage support stemmed from frustrated evangelical church and
WCTU members determined to impose temperance reform and a women's
agenda on an unredeemed South" (p. 285). Turner has accumulated an impressive database of background information on hundreds of Galveston
women associated with women's church and denominational societies, institutions, and secular and ecumenical organizations. She concludes that
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Jewish women instigated and sustained
Galveston's urban reform and women's suffrage movements, while Baptist
and Methodist women were less involved, and that "elitism" was a greater
determinant of women's reform activism than "evangelicalism."
Turner's assessment is firmly rooted in her understanding of Christian
traditions in the South. Her portrayal of Christian women's spiritual life contributes fresh material to the emerging field of Southern religious history.
. However, she offers no parallel treatment of Jewish traditions of benevolence and misses the opportunity to examine crucial class and ethnic differences between urban elite German Jews and Jewish women from Russia and
Poland who brought with them working-class traditions of community activism.
While Turner recognizes ethnic groups within the population, she uses
a race-based, white/black approach to understanding the dynamics of power
and reform in the community. Progressive Era Galveston was "the most southern of all Texas cities," Turner insists, dependent upon large-scale cotton
exporting operations and the labor of African Americans who comprised
one-quarter of the city's population (p. 26). Turner paints a picture familiar
to historians as she details how white politicians used at-large voting system~ and poll taxes to diminish the power of Galveston's black leaders. She
ably traces the simultaneous rise of elite white women into higher positions
of influence within community power structures, as white women did not
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exactly supplant black male leaders, but found opportunity in the moment.
She portrays the white women who fought for urban reform as handmaidens
to the capitalist white male elite and considers "social control," rather than
"social justice," their primary motivation.
Turner's account includes a sympathetic portrayal of Galveston's African American women as they dealt with Jim Crow and channeled their organizational energies and philanthropic resources into building institutions,
resisting racial discrimination, and fostering race pride. Black women promoted visions of equality at the same time the city's white women grew
frustrated with the limits of their power, and many white urban reformers
joined the women's suffrage movement. The two groups, however, remained
separate. Turner finds less separation between white women along class
lines as the Young Women's Christian Association brought white upperclass, middle-class, and single working women together. But Turner characterizes this interaction as another case of social control in which middle-class
women spread "middle-class values" by "protecting" working women from
the dangers and vices of the urban environment.
Women, Culture, and Community offers range of provocative insights
and new material for understanding Progressive Era reform movements. While
not all readers will share Turner's conclusions, scholars in Western, Southern, Women's, and Urban history will enjoy this glimpse into Galveston's
rebirth during a tumultuous and formative period.

a

Sarah Wilkerson-Freeman
Arkansas State University
Tempest Over Teapot Dome: The Story of Albert B. Fall. By David H.
Stratton. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998. xvi. + 376 pp.
Illustrations, notes, index. $29.95 cloth.)
Albert B. Fall is one of those men historians love to hate. He advocated
direct military intervention into Mexico following that country's revolution.
As one.of New Mexico's first senators in 1912, Fall denounced conservation
and challenged all federal land ownership, whether national forest or Indian
reservation. A principal in the Teapot Dome scandal, Fall arrogantly exhibited disdain for Senate investigators. But until recently, no scholarly biography on this prominent New Mexican existed. Thus, David H. Stratton's
Tempest Over Teapot Dome fills an enormous gap in Southwestern historiography, and fills it admirably, approaching this lawyer, rancher, and politician with a healthy measure of empathy if not always acceptance.
Stratton's biography breathes life into a colorful scoundrel, whose blustery frontier ways and absolute fidelity to laissezfaire capitalism probably
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condemned him in the eyes of the American public long before conviction in
1929 made Fall the first cabinet member sent to prison for committing a crime,
while in office. About half of the book focuses on Fall as Secretary of the
Interior and on the Teapot Dome scandal. The author contends that had Fall
testified in his own defense during the trials, he might well have enlarged the
scope of discourse beyond "guilt" or "innocence." Yet, no defense lawyer
dared put him on the stand given his explosive temper and penchant for
biting sarcasm, both of which were seen during the Senate investigation
stage. Most important, Fall's purpose in leasing the Wyoming and California
oil properties was perfectly in line with his larger goal, namely to overturn
Progressive Era conservation measures. Furthermore, had the properties really been"for sale," Fall could have demanded far more than $100,000.
Besides Teapot Dome, Stratton also provides fascinating accounts of
Fall's New Mexico law practice and early political career. Fall learned to
decipher the intricacies of territorial U.S. law superimposed on Spanish coloniallaw and turned this knowledge into a lucrative business-s-and votes.
As a Democrat in Republican New Mexico, Fall made himself anathema to
the notorious Santa Fe Ring-New Mexico's answer to Tammany Hallthen switched parties. He later used his experience in Mexican business and
law to captivate Warren G. Harding and earn himself a cabinet position.
Stratton contends that Fall's dealings in Mexico shaped his political career.
Tempest addresses Fall's two most famous trials, although it appears to
break no new ground. These trials, of course, were his defense of Oliver Lee
for the murder of Albert Fountain-Fall's most vocal opponent-and
Fountain's nine-year-old son, and the defense of Wayne Brazel, accused of
ambushing Pat Garrett. Thus, the author examines Albert Fall "on his home
ground in the Southwest" (p. xiii) with the authority that can perhaps only
be accomplished by a native New Mexican. At the same time, he places Fall
within the greater drama of US. politics so effectively that this study is far
more than simply regional history. Sadly, because Tempest is part of the
Oklahoma Western Biography series, it lacks the extensive endnotes and
bibliography that one might expect after Stratton's thirty-five-year research
into Fall's life: Still, chapter notes are extensive.
Readers today will find the Teapot Dome narrative eerily contemporary,
particularly depictions of two unrelenting special prosecutors and a dogged
Senate committee determined to see an investigation through to the bitter
end. Stratton accurately notes, "To mostAmericans ... [Fall's] unforgivable
sin was being caught red-handed, not the immorality or dishonesty of the
act itself' (p. 6). Tempest is artfully written, and I frequently found myself
praising well-written phrases. Moreover-and I hate to admit it-I found
myself almost liking Albert Fall. Certainly, I understand him better.
Kathleen P. Chamberlain
Castleton State College
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Middle Innings: A Documentary History of Baseball, 1900-1948. Edited by Dean A. Sullivan. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1998.
xviii + 238 pp. Illustrations, tables, bibliography, index. $45.00 cloth.)
Middle Innings: A Documentary History of Baseball, 1900-1948, is
the second -of a projected three-volume set using primary documents to
place the sport of baseball in historical and cultural context. Editor Dean A.
Sullivan, a doctoral candidate in kinesiology at the University of Maryland,
College Park, begins his book with the 1903 National Agreement in which
the current major league structure of the American and National Leagues
was recognized. The documentary collection concludes in 1948 with the
death of Babe Ruth and Jackie Robinson's debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers. Although, considering baseball's often rather dismal record on race
relations, it is perhaps best to perceive Robinson's story as the beginning,
not the end, of the sport's racial integration.
Sullivan acknowledges that his documentary history is by no means
comprehensive. He does maintain, however, "Middle Innings strives to provide as representative a look at baseball as one volume can" (p. xi). In pursuit of this goal, Sullivan includes documents on women and baseball; the
Negro Leagues; amateur baseball, such as the American Legion; and intercollegiate baseball. The college documents are especially instructive of the
greater role once played by the sport on the nation's campuses, for when the
reader sees the article entitled "President Harding Attends Army-Navy
Game" (p. 113), one assumes that the subject must be football.
However, the selection of a document collection is always open to second guessing. Sullivan's focus is upon America, and the international aspects of the game are largely overlooked. Two documents deal with baseball
in Japan, while, with the exception of the post-World War II Mexican League
efforts to raid major league rosters, Latin American baseball is ignored. And
even within the American context, Sullivan, like Ken Burns in his film documentary Baseball, tends to slight baseball in the West. An emphasis upon
the structure of major league baseball maintains the focus upon the East, as
St. Louis remained the sport's westernmost major league franchise into the
1950s. A more comprehensive account of baseball 's role in early-twentiethcentury culture may be found in Harold Seymour's Baseball: The People s
Game (1991).
But for readers seeking to understand the role of professional baseball
inAmerican culture during the first half of the twentieth century, Sullivan's
collection is a useful survey with well-organized introductions to each document. Some scholars may quibble with the choice to make an extensive use
of secondary newspaper accounts. For example, rather than a reprint of Su-
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preme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes's opinion regarding the sport's
antitrust exemption, Sullivan includes a Sporting News editorial on the
court's ruling. The decision to rely upon newspaper accounts, however,
does tend to make for a more readable volume. Sullivan and the University of
Nebraska Press, which has republished many classic baseball texts in addition to recent scholarship on the sport, are to be congratulated for a documentary collection which, while accessible to the general reader, should
become compulsory reading in the sport history curriculum.
Ron Briley
Sandia Preparatory School, Albuquerque, New Mexico
Rodeo Cowboys in the North American Imagination. By Michael Allen.
(Reno: University of Nevada Press, 1998. xiii + 270 pp. Illustrations,
notes, bibliographic essay, index. $29.95 cloth.)

Twentieth-century rodeo cowboys embrace nineteenth-century values
such as independence, strength, and loyalty. Rodeo's popularity and its
practitioners' continual portrayal in twentieth-century film, literature, art,
and song in part signify contemporary Americans' longing for North
America's agrarian past. Not surprisingly, Allen sees Turnerian dialecticswild versus tame, savagery versus civilization-as characteristic of rodeo,
rodeo cowboys, and the artistic depictions of both. "In the arena," Allen
proclaims, "the rodeo man acts out the taming of the West, roping calves,
bulldogging steers, and riding the wild broncs" (p. 211).
Rapid industrialization inaugurated by the Second World War hastened
the rodeo cowboy's emergence as an idol of the American West, for beginning then, the rodeo man appeared frequently in popular culture-movies,
television shows, music, and novels. And Allen, who labels the rodeo cowboy a "twentieth century occupational folk hero" (p. 3), attributes this rise
in popularity to nostalgia for the vanishing "pioneer cattle ranching life" (p.
21). Community-based boosterism and promotion, aimed at attracting tourists and settlers to Western towns, likewise popularized the sport and its
practitioners. Rodeo art portrays and augments this recognition, even for
'''rainbow rodeo rider[s)"'-ethnic minorities, women, and gays (p. 161).
Among rodeo cowboys and cowgirls, the unwritten "Cowboy Code" surpasses all other rules of behavior; in other words, to be a cowboy is to be a
cowboy-and to be a cowboy comes before all else. "Ethnicity and sexual
orientation are important," Allen concedes when speaking of the rodeo of
the past and present, which includes minorities, women, and gays, "but
[they are) ultimately secondary" (p. 187).
Except for what is mentioned in the preceding paragraph, Allen says
nothing remarkably fresh about rodeo cowboys. Rather, he reiterates that
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rodeo cowboys conform to the "Cowboy Code," from which Frederick Jackson Turner no doubt drew many of his (in )famous American characteristics.
In that regard, Allen proclaims that Turner's frontier thesis is as germane
today-as commonly shared belief more than as corporeal fact-as it was a
century ago. Accordingly, the rodeo cowperson "has come to represent the
most vibrant remaining form of traditional cowboy culture" (p. 211).
Rodeo Cowboys suffers from too few illustrative visuals, and, in places,
too much summary at the expense of thorough analysis. All told, though,
Allen's book is a decent, at times engaging, monograph that synthesizes the
existing research and, perhaps, heralds rodeo's social, cultural, and historical significance.
Fred MacVaugh
University of Texas at El Paso
Coyotes I Have Known. By John Duncklee. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1996. xii + 150 pp. Maps, index. $29.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Risk and ranching were first conjoined in biblical times, and the modern
age, with all its promise and accumulated knowledge, has not managed to
divorce the two. Indeed, more unpredictability arises. Coyotes I Have Known
is a quasi-personal diary that teaches about many challenges, both expected
and unexpected, faced by ranching and farming enterprises in the ArizonaMexico border region.
To convey ranching expertise gained during his experiences, Duncklee
interlaces related topics including animal husbandry, border life, politics,
macro- and microeconomics, the environment, and human dynamics, especially greed, to reveal the pitfalls and traps of ranching in the American
Southwest. The onslaught of obstacles and problems begins to take on the
feel of a Greek tragedy-things only get worse, but in the end there is rebirth.
Duncklee describes a transitional time in the cattle industry during the
1960s when buying Mexican cattle was handled rancher-to-rancher and the
herds were driven by cowboys, not truck drivers. Also, very few telephones
and many dirt roads made planning and contingency-response complicated.
Because of the problems described, importing Mexican cattle is presently
handled by middlemen with sufficient expertise and logistical support to
minimize risks.
The book should be required reading for aspiring ranchers and farmers
because of the knowledge it imparts. Just as important, it provides interesting psychological insight into a dog-eat-dog business climate. It makes one
aware of potential problems and stresses the importance of predicting complicated reactions and possible contingencies.
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Besides the usual difficulties-bad weather, lack of forage, Mexican
government machinations, American government gaffes, broken jeeps, sick
cattle, etc.-the most acute problems result from dealing with two-legged
coyotes, those crafty, cunning, and devious business associates. Duncklee
cites examples, such as one ruthless deception, concerned a business partner who was willing to leave Duncklee with a $25,000 debt by giving away a
ranch to sweeten a land deal to an adjacent property. Thirteen years passed
before the plot was revealed. A less serious, but frustrating, deception concerned a ranching partner who fed his own pigs and horses with grain and
alfalfa that Duncklee had purchased to keep cattle alive while Mexican government export problems could be resolved. The cattle began to die, but the
ranching partner continued to swear that enough forage existed on the land
to keep them alive. The most humorous deception concerned a ring man at a
live animal auction who did not reveal to Duncklee that he and his wife were
bidding against each other for a certain horse they both liked. The story
certainly confirmed Murphy's Law.
It is hard to decide upon a recurrent theme: it is either "Be prepared!" or
caveat actor, let the "doer" beware.
Al Regensberg
New Mexico Records Center and Archives

Copper for America: The United States Copper Industry from Colonial
Times to the 1990s. By Charles K. Hyde. (Tucson: University ofArizona
Press, 1998. xvii + 267 pp. Notes, maps, tables, index. $40.00 cloth.)
Professor Hyde's stated goal is to "attempt to integrate the economic
and business history of the copper industry with its technological, social,
and labor histories" (p. xiii). This is an ambitious, but greatly needed, undertaking. In the relatively brief211 pages of text, he succeeds to a remarkable
degree. Divided into eight balanced chapters, the book manages to survey
most of the important areas, events, and highlights of copper mining in the
United States.
The book begins with .the earliest mining of copper in America and
quickly covers its development to just prior to the Civil War. Much of this
initial part is on the uses of copper and foreign competition. A map of the
states involved and five charts on imports and consumption are a critical
part of this chapter. The next two chapters relate the discovery and development of Michigan copper. Proceeding chronologically, Butte, Montana, "The
Richest Hill on Earth," and the struggle between William Clark and Marcus
Daly is chronicled in chapter four. The next two chapters discuss copper in
the Southwest with an emphasis on Arizona. Here also, as mining enters the
twentieth century, Hyde covers the changes in technology and mining tech-
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niques demanded by porphyry copper and the declining richness of the ore.
The book then surveys the long period from the 1920s to the 1960s, a period
of consolidation and change for the copper industry. Chapter eight concludes the book with a discussion of the decline in American copper mining
since 1963.
This excellent account of the history of copper mining in America belongs in the library of anyone interested in mining. Although much too brief,
the author has used charts, tables, and maps to provide much-needed support for the narrative. Important developments and large blocks of time are
often covered in a page or two. Mistakes are few but glaring. For instance,
the Arizona Rangers never numbered more than 26 men at Morenci in 1903,
not the 230 that the author cites. Using Barbara Kingsolver's book Holding
the Line (1989) instead of the much more balanced Copper Crucible (1995)
by Jonathan D. Rosenblum for the critically important 1983 strike against
Phelps Dodge weakens that account. However, these errors and omissions
do not materially detract from an excellent, well-organized history of mining.
James D. McBride
Arizona State University
Wind Energy in America: A History. By Robert W. Righter. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1996. xxi + 362 pp. Illustrations, notes,
bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth.)

Robert Righter's book, particularly his critical assessment of national
policy toward the development of wind energy, is well timed. Wind energy
today has become, according to many experts, the most mature and least
exploited renewable energy resource. Over the past fifteen years, wind turbine technology has improved capacities from 75kW to 600kW with reliability approximating 99 percent, cutting wind produced electricity costs by up
to 50 percent. However, because federal support of wind energy has been
absent or inconsistent, industry dominance has shifted to the Danes who
now own the turbine market. Europe, not the U.S., is today the world's largest wind power market.
As Righter explains, the commercial use of windmills in the U.S. began
in the l850s and by the turn of the century approximately six million were in
use on the Great Plains. The first to use wind power to generate electricity
was Charles Brush in the l880s, but the Brush design, along with numerous
others, were thought expensive and frequently unreliable. Before wind power
technology could win wider acceptance, the creation of the Rural ElectrificationAdministration (REA) in 1936, according to Righter, "sounded the death
knell for small wind-energy systems" (p. 105).
Beginning with the REA, federal policy influenced perhaps most nota-
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bly by the infamous Samuel Insull, opposed small-scale wind power in favor
of centralized steam-generated power stations and cooperatives. This policy
perspective persisted, reinforced through the creation of the TVA and other
programs and subsidies, until the 1970s when federal funds were made available for renewable research and the Public Utility Regulatory Policy Act
required utility companies to purchase power from solar, wind, and hydro
plants.
While it appears that the technology and government regulation have
finally matured, Righter is quick to point out that the acceptance and development of wind power is still niuch in doubt. There are at present few signed
contracts for new wind generation capacity. In addition to environmentalists who cite avian deaths and visual and noise pollution associated with
wind turbines, fossil fuel interests continue their opposition. Had Righter
published his work a few months after he did, he would have noted a much
discussed 1995 study by the Center for Energy and Economic Development,
a pro-coal umbrella organization, which stated, in part, that even a modest
increase in wind energy usage between now and 2010 will cost $50 billion
above today's power alternatives. This study generally ignores, as Righter
correctly notes, the significant number of unrecognized costs in calculating
steam power. Righter wonders whether the cost of Desert Storm ought to be
added to the cost of oil-fired power plants. In sum, Righter does in this work
what history does best: create context and provide explication for debate.

David M: Introcaso
Salt River Project
A WASP Among Eagles: A Woman Military Test Pilot in World War II. By
Ann B. Carl. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1999. x +
132 pp. Illustrations, appendixes, bibliography, index. $21.95 cloth.)
Only recently have appreciable numbers of women begun to appear on
airliner flight decks and in military aircraft cockpits. But female pilots have
played a significant role in American aviation since its beginning. Early
airwomen had notable records during early barnstorming and racing days
and they made marks in commercial and even military aviation as well. But
these achievements have been forgotten. Sadly, historical obscurity has
been the fate of two generations of outstanding women aviators.
At long last, in some cases a half-century too late, early airwomen are
beginning to receive some attention. Museums are mounting exhibits, documentariesare appearing on PBS, historians are belatedly searching archives,
and the airwomen themselves are dropping their veil of silence.
Ann Carl was a member of the Women's Airforce Service Pilots (WASP).
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Though formally civilians, this group of more than a thousand women flew
military aircraft in various non-combat roles from 1942 through 1944. The
major task of the WASP were to ferry new airplanes, including the latest
fighters, from factories to staging points for further transport to Europe or
the Pacific. The WASPs were controversial, and the political context in which
they operated was highly charged. Nonetheless, their contribution to -the
war effort was substantial; the record of WASPs was excellent, matching in
every way that of male pilots performing the same tasks.
Carl's assignment was unusual. Shewas detached for special service at
the aircraft testing facility at Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. Most of her time
- was spent in Fighter Flight Test without the company of other WASPs. Her
initial assignment was as an assistant to the operations officer, but she
eventually received a true test pilot assignment. Carl thus regularly flew and
reported on most of the latest combat aircraft-including the first jet in the
U.S. arsenal, the XP-59 fighter. Indeed, Carl was thus the first woman to pilot
ajet.
How wonderful that Carl has at last decided to write. There are few firsthand accounts of service in the WASPs, and Carl, from the vantage of her
unique role, provides some invaluable images. This book clearly expands
and enhances our picture of this historically important group. Though Carl
writes in a modest, unassuming style, the reader clearly perceives that she is
a person with the courage and determination necessary for military aviation
"right stuff." Here is a hero to be admired and emulated.
Its many merits not withstanding,A WASP Among Eagles is disappointing. It is long on stories and vignettes but short on "vision" and analysis.
Thought-provoking insights are rare. For example, while Carl reports on
some events in her childhood and youth, their meaning is unclear. What are
the early roots of Carl's eventual heroism? A teacher is mentioned, seemingly as a role model, but so is a father who had very traditional values about
gender. There are some indications of early development of strong senses of
responsibility and purpose, but at the same time she makes much of persistent career indecision. Is there a productive tension here? Some self-analysis would have provided a context for bits of narrative that appear unfocused.
The ultimate issue in the history of the WASPs was their complete disbandment in December 1944, an event so sudden that anticipated militarization could not be carried out. What is Carl's take on this? How did it affect
her dreams? Her future life? What did it mean for the future of women in
aviation? Self-examination and interpretation are sorely missed.
A WASP Among Eagles is important and interesting. But it is more like a
collection of notes than a reflective autobiography. At the end, we know
some of what she has done, but we do not really know who Ann Carl is.
Dean Jaros
Colorado State University
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Segregated Skies: All-Black Combat Squadrons of World War II. By
Stanley Sandler. (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1992.
xi + 217 pp. Illustrations, notes, appendix, bibliography, index. $24.95
cloth, $15.95 paper.)

The "Tuskegee Airmen," black military aviators of World War II who
trained at Tuskegee (Alabama) Army Air Field, have been apotheosized into
legend. Like the "Buffalo Soldiers" of the Indian campaigns and the war with
Spain, they loom larger than life as extraordinary soldiers who overcame
great obstacles to serve an unappreciative country. This book weaves together the story ofthe experiences and accomplishments of the airmen in the
war against fascism and the struggle of all black Americans for equality in
the war against segregation: the "Double-V" campaign.
The story has two central characters. White Colonel Noel Parrish, commander of the primary flying school and later Tuskegee Army Airfield, was a
reasonable, practical, mission-oriented officer who came to oppose segregation. He was central to the success of the early training program. Black
Colonel (and later Lieutenant General) Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., commanded
the 99th Pursuit Squadron and later the 332d Fighter Group, the most important black Army Air Corps units. He led them through the war, from North
Africa to Italy and the heart of Axis-controlled Europe, and was central to
their operational success.
Sandler's engagingly told story has little direct connection with the
Southwest. Black units do not seem to have been stationed between Midland, Texas, and San Diego, California. Nevertheless, the story of the black
aviators is important for the region as well as the nation. The experiences of
the flyers and their counterparts elsewhere in the Armed Forces led eventually to desegregation of military units and installations throughout the country as the military, sometimes unwittingly and reluctantly, helped end the Jim
Crow era.
Frank N. Schubert
Office ofthe Chairman, Joint Chiefs ofStaff
The Cold War American West, 1945-1989. Edited by Kevin J. Fernlund.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1999.222 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliographic essay, index. $45.00 cloth, $16.95 paper.)

On 9 November 1989, students breached the Berlin Wall, thus ending
over fifty years of East- West standoff. The impact that this Cold War tension had on the American West forms the subject of this fine book of essays. All make interesting reading, and the best are genuine "pace setters"
for their fields.
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Maria. Montoya leads off with a gracefully written interpretation of how
the Cold War "has completely transformed the physical and mental landscape ofWesterners and their world," followed by Kevin Leonard's perceptive discussion of how migrants to the West in search of jobs caused one of
the most extensive population shifts in the nation's history (p. 20).A. Yvette
Huginnie looks at race, class, and gender, while both Ric Dias and Michael
Welsh explore the impact on cities and the rise of the military-industrial
complex. Timothy Chambless examines politics and John Whitehead looks
at the consequences for Alaska and Hawaii. Editor Kevin Fernlund provides
a thoughtful introduction and epilogue.
The essays by Mark Stoll, Steve Fox, and Charles Kupfer are especially
provocative. Stoll shows how Western religious organizations moved from
strong support of defense measures against the "atheist" Soviets to persistent opposition. Peace groups, anti-nuclear Catholic bishops, Latter-day
Saints, and Western Shoshone elders, all in their own way, eventually
adopted a higher moral ground to oppose the national nuclear defense narrative. Fox covers similar terrain with his discussion ofthe more secular, yet
intensely moral, "resistance cultures," which left numerous islands ofliberal
thought (urban Cubas) throughout California and Washington. Kupfer shows
how America's great Myth of the West served as a parable of Cold War
thought via popular culture in such films as High Noon and in the popularity of Western novels.
Behind virtually every essay one hears the voice of Gerald D. Nash,
especially his admonition that historians should study the twentieth-century West. Consider the following: federal officials have designated Denver
as the alternative capital of the nation in case of nuclear attack; the Pentagon operated three hundred military bases and installations west of the
Mississippi River; Colorado Springs has emerged as "one of the most successful military industrial communities in the nation" (p. 95); Cold War expenses have run into (literally) trillions of dollars. All this has affected far
more Westerners than the nineteenth-century fur trade, mining efforts, and
Indian wars combined. The pioneering essays in the volume will mark the
starting point for all future historians who try to comprehend this awesome
legacy.
Ferenc M. Szasz
Univers ity of New Mexico
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American Indians and National Parks. By Robert H. Keller and Michael
F. Turek. (Tucson: University ofArizona Press, 1998. xv + 319 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, index. $40.00 cloth.)
As Robert Keller and Michaei Turek point-out, there is a historically
significant connection between American Indian communities and National
Parks. Often occupying adjacent lands, Native populations and parks have
been forced to compete with one another for natural resources over the past
century. Through a series of case studies, the authors demonstrate how
water rights, hunting and fishing rights, cultural interpretations, and control
over sacred sites have been significant sources of conflict between American Indian tribes, National Park Service (NPS) administrators, and environmentalists.
The case studies deal with a wide range of issues, including Paiute
efforts to retain water rights at Pipe Springs National Monument, Quinault
hunting disputes with Olympic National Park in the 1980s, and Navajo efforts in recent decades to establish their own park system at Monument
Valley. In their conclusion, Keller and Turek provide a broader overview of
NPS-tribal relations over the past one hundred years. In the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, they argue, relations were sour because the
federal government unilaterally appropriated reservation lands and resources
for parks. The NPS, established in 1916, proved little better in its relations
with American Indians because the agency usually ignored Native concerns. Between 1965 and 1987, the Havasupai, Chippewas, and other tribes
took a more active approach, successfully retaining and regaining lands
fromthe parks system. Since 1987, the NPS, realizing the necessity of cooperation, has shown a greater willingness to work with tribal governments
and to employ American Indians in key positions.
Keller and Turek's research is extensive, including archival work and
oral history, and the case studies are well chosen to cover a variety of important topics and regions. Although the case-study approach sometimes makes
it difficult for the reader to trace national trends over time, the work succeeds in its effort to provide a comprehensive and evenhanded view of this
complex subject. Anyone interested in twentieth-century American Indian
history, the modern West; or u.s. environmental history, will find this work
to be a great resource.
Wade Davies
Arizona State University
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Ghost Dancing the Law: The Wounded Knee Trials. By John William
Sayer. (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1997. ix + 310 pp.
Notes, index. $31.00 cloth.)

An unsettled legacy of the 1973 occupation at Wounded Knee on the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota has evoked a variety of publications representing a plethora of opinions ranging between tribal anger and
the defense of federal intervention. This analysis by attorney John Sayer
comes close to the reality about legal consequences. A summary statement
pertaining to ten months of post-occupation trials describes how litigants
turned a federal "court-room into a political forum on the history of U.S.Indian relations." While journalists portrayed tribal defendants as "Indian
warriors and sixties militants," prosecutors blunted the impacts of their efforts with "legal constraints" that "robbed the movement of considerable
momentum." Sayer explains "how legal proceedings can effectively quell
dissent" by staging "an important milestone at the crossroads of law and
politics" (dust jacket).
He admits that a description of the epilogue to Wounded Knee does not
necessarily tell "the way it really was" but helps to "seize hold of a memory"
(p. vii). From 232 pages of text, a reader gains a sense that federal prosecutors never intended to convict and incarcerate Russell Means and his American Indian Movement (AIM) or Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization
(OSCRO) associates from Sioux country. "Even more surprising than the
brevity of the government's case was the total lack of one for the defense
.... 'We put on no evidence because the government had nothing for us to
rebut" (p. 212). Rather than seek convictions for most ofthe activists, federal prosecutors only quieted their collective voice through a challenge to
journalistic impressions. In addition, "both inside and outside of the courtroom, the government and the media repeatedly sought to separate the leadership of AIM from what they viewed as more moderate forces in the Indian
community" (p. 216). Most activists emerged from the trials with no more
inconvenience than anxiety or mild disciplinary action. In passing, Sayer
mentions that armed confrontations after the occupation "would eventually
result in the conviction of Leonard Peltier and would become a new cause
for AIM and its supporters" (p. 213), but he fails to point out that Peltier
made a convenient scapegoat for all concerned. On behalf of a Metchif from
a remote location, mislabeled the Turtle Mountain Chippewa reservation on
the Canadian border, protestors never risked negative press coverage against
a militant effort in order to effect his release.
This is an evenhanded account of the trials based on substantial documentation that will fascinate anyone concerned about legal intricacies. It
will attract all with an interest in the recent history ofIndian-white relations
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and enhance their grasp of meaning in the 1973 takeover ofWounded Kneein measures dependent on prior understanding about the histories of Pine
Ridge society, OSCRO,AIM, and Native American participation in thenational civil rights movement. Librarians with interests in these specific subjects or in general ethnic studies should regard Ghost Dancing the Law as
an. essential acquisition.
Herbert T. Hoover
University of South Dakota

Joseph Imhof Artist ofthe Pueblos. By Nancy Hopkins Reily with Lucille
Enix. (Santa Fe: Sunstone Press, 1998. 448 pp. Illustrations, notes, index.
$60.00 cloth.)
Joseph Imhof (1871-1955) was an artist fueled by his love of Pueblo
culture and a desire to leave an artistic record of the Pueblo world view. He
. finally achieved this dream only two months before his death at eightythree, documenting not only the physical reality of what he witnessed in the
first half of the twentieth century-images that some have referred to as
"anthropological" rather than artistic-but also what he termed the essence
of Pueblo spirituality.
Born in Brooklyn, Imhof left home at fifteen to become an artist. Trips to
study abroad were financed by selling books, working in lithography studios, and obtaining patents for inventions including an invisible ink process. Imhof married in 1897, and Sallie and Joseph shared the same love of
Native American culture. Given his need to learn more about the Southwest,
Imhof and his family moved to Albuquerque in 1907, then returned East in
1910 before moving to Taos in 1929 where they remained until the artist's
death. Sadly, their daughter Elizabeth remains an uncertain figure in the
biography, just as she apparently did in life; she committed suicide at thirtythree.
Various paintings and lithographs by Imhof are reproduced in the book,
some in color, but most are only briefly discussed. Imhofhimselfmade much
of this difficult, rarely dating works or writing about them. Accepted into
Cochiti Pueblo as a clan member and more generally into Taos Pueblo, Imhof
created many images of Pueblo life. His most important project was the Corn
Series, sixty paintings given after his death to the Maxwell Museum of An. thropology at the University of New Mexico. These works detail the Pueblo
peoples' relationship to corn, from digging and planting to harvesting and
baking, as well as the ritual use of corn throughout life. This was, for Imhof,
the essence of Pueblo existence he so desperately sought to record.
Written by a friend and admirer of the subject, Joseph Imhof Artist of
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the Pueblos is simultaneously a welcome, longoverdue volume and a frustrating work that sometimes loses its focus .amid lengthy detours. Stronger
editorial guidance could have overcome such organizational problems.
Joyce M. Szabo
[jniversity ofNew Mexico

Saint and Saint Makers ofNew Mexico. By E. Boyd. Revised and edited
by Robin Farwell Gavin. (Santa Fe: Western Edge Press, 1998. vi + 114
pp. Illustrations, notes, appendixes, bibliography, index. $24.95 paper.)
In 1952, Jose Edmundo Espinosa, a native New Mexican and graduate of
Cornell University, said: "So fundamental are the studies of E. Boyd in the
field of New Mexican religious folk art that anyone writing after her must
both explore and exploit the results of her investigations." Robin Farwell
Gavin has successfully done this. From the beginning of Boyd's work in the
native arts of New Mexico, she was surrounded by a group of distinguished'
colleagues, the stars in their fields: Pal Kelemen, Rutherford J. Gettens, F
DuPont Cornelius, W. S. Stallings, and Jose E. Espinosa. Gavin recruits modern scholars, Drs. Donna Pierce and Charles Carrillo, and cites new and
informative data by other scholars, to clearly connect Boyd's original research to the present. The reader is presented not only with the inside story
on the multifaceted Boyd, but is also given great insight into the tremendous contributions she made to the study of Spanish Colonial art in New
Mexico. Gavin's notes at the beginning of each chapter are clear and concise
and serve to clarify any questions one might have regarding the material.
The original Saints was published in 1946; the revised edition is a worthy
and timely addition to the field. It is "must" reading for both scholars and
aficionados of this indigenous art.
Marie Romero Cash
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The Second Conquest of Latin America: Coffee, Henequen, and Oil
During the Export Boom, 1850-1930. Edited by Steven C. Topik and
Allen Wells. (Austin: Institute of LatinAme ric an Studies, University of
Texas Press, 1998. viii + 271 pp. Map, charts, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. $25.00 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
This boldly titled and provocative volume started life as a conversation,
evolved into a 1992 American Historical Association panel on the legacy of
export economies in Latin America, and then coalesced into a book for both
scholarly and general readers. The authors and editors challenge both the
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present triumphal faith in export economies and past Cold War debates on
modernization and (under) development by measuring the tensions and complexities introduced to international trade and Latin American societies from
1850 to 1930 by coffee, henequen, and oil. These solid chapters teach that
both Latin Americans and foreigners created a new economic order but one
full of peculiarities and contradictions within regions and across countries.
Steven C. Topik andAllen Wells jointly authored the preface, the introduction, a summary chapter reviewing the salient economic, developmental,
and political impacts of the three distinctive commodities, and an epilogue
focused on the demise of the "Second Conquest" and its legacy to post- .
1930 LatinAmerica and to current neoliberal and export-led orthodoxy. Topik
added a masterful chapter on coffee in various areas of Latin America, while
Wells covered henequen in Yucatan and its relationship to the "fickle Ferris
wheel" of the global and highly competitive hard fibers trade. Jonathan C.
Brown and Peter S. Linder combined their expertise in a chapter on oil, while
Mira Wilkins offers a business historian's macroeconomic counterpoint to
the social and political dimensions of export growth covered by the other
contributors.
One could argue that the Bourbon and Pombaline Reforms of the eighteenth century represent the second conquest of Latin America, and that
the 1850 to 1930 period was not a "conquest" in that it affected a small
portion of the Latin American population. One might wonder how export
commodities like beef, copper,' rubber, and bananas fit into this history and
to this book's findings. Moreover, a focus on the cultural impact of both
export and import trade would have added to this volume. However, undergraduate and graduate students in arts, social science, and business courses,
Latin Americanists, future investors, economic planners, and general readers will find much of value in this fine book.
Michael E. Stanfield
University of San Francisco

Border Crossings: Mexican and Mexican-American Workers. Edited by
John Mason Hart. (Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources Inc., 1998. xii
+ 246 pp. Notes, index. $55.00 cloth, $18.95 paper.)
This collection of articles by editor John Mason Hart seeks to demonstrate the continuity of strategies by Mexican and Mexican American workers from pre-Columbian Mexico to the present. Hart has done a remarkable
job of bringing together in this volume selections by specialists in Mexican
American labor from both sides of the border. The collected articles cite two
major worker strategies: the creation and use of mutual aid societies and the
development and preservation of worker-based communities. In doing so,

447

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

VOLUME 74:4

this volume tries, rather successfully, to pull together over five hundred
years of working-class history through a series of case studies.
The book can be divided into three major sections. The first section,
written by Hart, is an overview of Mexican and Mexican American workingclass history. Hart argues that the artisans of Teotihuacan had already developed a deep sense of community and mutual aid eight hundred years
before the arrival of the Spaniards in the Americas. This communal organizational model of mutual aid later developed in Tenochtitlan into the calpulli,
a mixture of public and private property rights held together through
"[c]lanlike origins and birthrights" (p. 3). Early on, the Spaniards contributed to the continuance of these worker values in rural areas by promoting
indigenous inclusion in Church-based brotherhoods, known as cajas de
comunidad, that had as their central tenets community-based landholdings
and mutual assistance societies. Later, a few decades before Mexican independence, the viceregal government supported indigenous involvement in
New-Spain's guilds, setting the stage for the inclusion of mutual aid societies in Mexico's modern unions.
The second and third sections are a collection of case studies. The
second section picks up Mexican working-class history in the middle of the
nineteenth century and takes it to postrevolutionary times. The third section focuses on Mexican and Mexican American workers' struggles in the
United States. Throughout these sections, the authors stress the fact that
workers, although they often did not view themselves as part of an overt
class struggle, nonetheless fought against the various ideologies espoused
, by factory owners in defense of an "ancient system of rights and responsibilities" based on worker solidarity and mutual aid (p. 28).
Despite the authors' focus on these two overriding themes, the individual case studies are often at their best when they examine the hurdles of
intraclass struggle and the ways in which workers strove to overcome their
diversity. For example, Bernardo Garcia Diaz's article on the working class in
Orizaba stresses the difficulty that workers from various regions and different ethnic backgrounds must have faced in trying to create "bonds of solidarity" and "resolve internal conflicts" in the face of oppression (p. 67).
Likewise, Elizabeth Jean Norvell's article on worker mobilization in
postrevolutionary Veracruz offers the interesting and highly informative tale
of the rise of a Negro stevedore, Rafael Garcia, from the head ofthe League
ofWorkers of the Maritime Zone of the Port ofVeracruz, where he fought for
worker solidarity, to the mayorship ofVeracruz, from which position he fought
against the demands of the poorest sector of unionized workers, the renters.
Overall, this volume provides an excellent introduction to the methods
that Mexican and Mexican American workers have used in their struggle to
maintain both their dignity and their livelihood in Mexico and the United
States. One can only hope that future scholarship will pick up where this
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collection has left off by examining the impact on working-class strategies
that Mexican and Mexican American workers who have been exposed to life
in the United States have had upon their return to Mexico.
Andrae M. Marak
University ofNew Mexico

The Life and Times ofPancho Villa. By Friedrich Katz. (Stanford: Stanford
University Press, 1998. xv + 985 pp. Appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $85.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.)
Friedrich Katz's long-awaited study of Pancho Villa confronts the various strands of myth that envelop his subject-common bandit, evil murderer, revolutionary icon-and presents us instead with a deeply flawed
popular revolutionary. The Villa he describes was committed to the lowerclass population of Chihuahua, but was neither ideologically clear nor consistent in behavior. Such conclusions may not seem remarkably new, but
Katz makes a major contribution in showing us, beneath the inconsistencies, a more coherent Villa than we have seen before.
Katz's success in explaining Villa is largely due to his ability to place
him in context. The degree of Villa's dedication to land reform has always
been controversial, since he did not distribute land when he had the power
to do so. Katz's argument about the practical considerations that.precluded
land distribution is already well known, but here he adds a discussion of the
role of Chihuahua's military colonists. These colonists, whose ancestors
had received land for fighting Apaches, joined Villa due to the pressure
exerted on that land by expanding haciendas. They thus made Villismo a
more peasant movement than other scholars have realized. Katz believes
that such a constituency would have induced Villa to carry out land reform-had he won the revolution-no matter what his predilections. This
position ultimately leads Katz to cross counterfactual swords with Alan
Knight about the kind of Mexico a triumphant Villa would have created. His
case for a more egalitarian outcome under Villa than the one produced by
Venustiano Carranza and the Sonoran dynasty is convincing.
Katz's command of the economics of the revolution is remarkable, and
it, too, helps put Villa in a context that clarifies inconsistent behavior. Villa
maintained excellent relations with the United States while he could fund his
revolution with the resources of Mexican-owned haciendas he expropriated.
But in 1915, when those resources were exhausted, he began to tax U.S.
companies, which may have contributed to the American recognition of
Carranza that prompted Villa's attack on Columbus, New Mexico. Taxing
foreign companies was not, however, sufficient. The Villistas also began to
take food from peasants, which does much to explain Villa's alienation from
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his rural base and the rising tide of violence against villagers by Villistas
that Villa permitted and in which he sometimes engaged. This helped shape
memories of him as a bandit and murderer, despite the fact that, earlier in the
revolution, he led the most disciplined forces in Mexico. On this issue, as on
others, Katz compares Villismo to Zapatismo, which serves him as a model of
popular rebellion. Unfortunately, his ratherstatic view of Zapatismo causes
him to miss some similarities in the trajectories of these two movements that
lost the revolution, including a comparable erosion of support due to competition for scarce resources.
While Katz demonstrates how the shifting sands of revolutionary fortune changed Villa's behavior, he also shows that Villa's background and
personality shaped the revolution. He finds that Villa's errors of strategy
and tactics, which stemmed in part from his overconfidence when things
were going well, were perhaps the main reason that his Conventionist coalition lost the war against Carranza in 1915. His lack of education, meanwhile,
played a role in the ideological drift of his movement late in the revolution,
when Katz sometimes finds him acting more like a "medieval warlord" than a
"revolutionary leader" (p. 638). Finally, his. personalism and consequent
susceptibility to feelings of betrayal contributed both to the Columbus raid
and the revenge taken against peasants who lefthis movement.
This is virtually an encyclopedic work. It is longer than it might have
been due to some unnecessary repetition and belaboring of points, and one
might complain that in the drive to be encyclopedic Katz sometimes loses
track ofVilla. But to find room to quibble about this book in a short review is
to hold it to the highest standards. It is a triumph of exhaustive research and
clear historical thought, and it would be hard to imagine a more thorough
and persuasive treatment ofVilla's life and times. No short review can do it
justice; anyone interested in modern Mexico should simply read it.
Samuel Brunk
University of Texas at EI Paso.

Zach Lamar Cobb: EI Paso Collector of Customs and Intelligence During the Mexican Revolution, 1913-1918. By John F. Chalkley. (El Paso:
Texas Western Press, 1998. 156 pp. Illustrations, endnotes, bibliography. $12.50 paper.)
Historians who have researched the international aspects of the Mexican revolutionary struggle from 1910 to 1920 have generally focused upon
relations between Mexico and the U.S. or Europe. Much less attention has
been devoted to examining the pivotal role of the U.S.-Mexican border region in this great struggle. Many of the leaders and members of the Mexican
rebel factions operated at one time or another from bases in U.S. territory.
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Mexican and U.S. authorities went to great lengthsin order to keep such
groups under surveillance, as well as curtail their activities in so far as it was
possible to do so under the existing laws.
Chalkley's study of Zach Lamar Cobb, who served as collector of customs for the Port of El Paso and its surrounding district from 1913 to 1918,
sheds considerable light on the development of the State Department's intelligence system along the border during the Constitutionalist phase of the
Mexican upheaval. In his analysis of Cobb's work, much of which concerned
the forwarding of information concerning Mexican revolutionary activities
in the border region to the Department of State in Washington, the author
explains the workings of U.S. iritelligence operations of the period together
with the sources for Cobb's reports and those of other border information
gatherers. Sources included newspapers, customs records, and banking reports, supplemented by information provided by a host of informants: journalists, merchants and business people, Mexican officials, travellers to
Mexico, casual acquaintances, etc.
As Chalkley reveals, Cobb could also be a man of action on occasion.
He details, for example, the important role played by Cobb in the arrest of the
exiled former president, Victoriano Huerta, while on route to EI Paso in late
June 1915. He also reveals how Cobb, annoyed by Francisco Villa's seemingly aimless plan and his confiscations of private property, filed numerous
reports on his activities in order to persuade Washington to block aid to his
army from the U.S. and begin supporting exclusively rivalleaderVenustiano
Carranza.
The immense amount of information provided by Cobb concerning Villista
activities constitutes a wealth of information on the factional struggle in
Chihuahua and other regions of Mexico during-the years 1914 -1915. Cobb's
reports, as Chalkley shows, also offer insights into the movements of Villa
and his men following their disastrous campaign in Sonora during the latter
months of 1915. The information available to Cobb made it seem that Villa
would seek refuge from pursuing Constitutionalist columns by crossing over
into the U.S. As the author points out, it was not known on the basis of this
information whether Villa would cross over peacefully or at the head of an
attack force of several hundred men, as happened at Columbus, New Mexico,
in the early morning of9 March 1916.
Prior to his resignation from customs in April 1918, Cobb also filed
reports to the State Department concerning German activities in Mexico.
Since many Americans had left Mexico in the wake ofthe Columbus raid and
the Pershing Expedition's penetration of Chihuahua, Cobb was increasingly
forced to rely upon other foreign travellers and residents in Mexico as informants, particularly British consular personnel. He also obtained information
from a number offoreign and Mexican agents in Mexico as informants, whom
he paid for their services. So successful was Cobb in this task that, in Sep-
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tember 1917, he was appointed as special agent of the Department of State
for matters along the Mexican border.
The author deals with his subject impartially, pointing out Cobb's weaknesses of character as well as his achievements while at El Paso. The text is
presented in a clear and coherent manner, despite the occasional mispelling
of words in Spanish. It is to be hoped that other authors .will continue the
work of unravelling the many complexities of the intelligence war on the
border during this fascinating period of U.S. and Mexican history.
Lawrence D. Taylor
El Colegio de la Frontera Norte
Bridging the Border: Transforming Mexico-U.S. Relations. Edited by
Rodolfo O. de la Garza and Jesus Velasco. (Lanham, Md.: Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers, Inc., 1997. xxii + 208 pp. Tables, notes, bibliography, index. $26.95 paper.)
Bridging the Border is a fine contribution to the field of U.S.-Mexican
relations. The book begins with a historical analysis of political relations
between the two nations by Alan Knight. Knight convincingly argues that
since its revolution (1910-1917) Mexico has been an important consideration in U.S. foreign policy only before the mid-1940s and since the 1980s.·
He further argues that U.S. and Mexican policies have "tended to march
roughly in step" (p. 8), thus mitigating open hostilities between the two
nations.
While Knight's offering provides a historical context for present U.S.Mexican relations, Jorge I. Dominguez does an excellent job of pulling together all of the contributions in the closing chapter. He divides the
contributions in the book into three main categories: state-based explanations, society-based explanations, and institution-based explanations.
Dominguez himself finds the state-based explanations that emphasize the
central role of states and the presidents who lead them to be the most convincing paradigm. Interestingly, both Todd Eisenstadt and Jesus Velasco
note in their chapters that the Salinas administration, after determining that
U. S. foreign policy decisions were no longer dominated by the executive
branch, adopted a lobbying approach that tried to gain both congressional
-and grassroots support in the U.S. for NAFTA. Despite the change in
Mexico's lobbying style, .NAFTA's passage was eventually won through
President Clinton's offering of favors to several key congressional members. Society-based explanations deal with two major issues: Mexican migration to the U,S. and social-class issues between Mexicans and Americans.
In regardsto migration, Rodolfo de la Garza notes that Mexican migrants in
the U.S. are no longer just sending money back to their families. Instead,
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they are demanding the right to shape political and social decisions in their
. home communities in exchange for their contributions. Dominguez correctly
observes that different social-class experiences help to explain "intergovernmental collaboration and intranational conflict" between the two countries (p. 186). Edward J. Williams's chapter, for example, shows that while
U.S. and Mexican leaders were in favor ofNAFTA, organized labor leaders
in the two countries have opposed each other, perhaps to their own detriment. Finally, institution-based explanations draw attention to the fact that
in order for Mexico to be successful in its promotion ofNAFTA and other
foreign policy objectives, it has had to change its own foreign relations
institutions. For example, Carlos Gonzalez Gutierrez argues in his chapter
that Mexico found it necessary to abandon its pledge of nonintervention in
foreign countries? resulting in the transformation of the role that Mexican
consulates played in relation to Mexicans and Mexican Americans residing
in the U.S. Given the growing interdependence between Mexico and the
United States, Bridging the Border is a timely and welcome contribution to
the literature on relations between these two countries.
Andrae M. Marak
University ofNew Mexico
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